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0’s $400B

By CHARLES MURY
Sureov Chief
WASHINGTON = P'res
Moot Obama said yesrer
day bhe will sead Congress
a mew badpet next monsh

that be clams will save
some S400 Mllion
“Frankly we're Just

going 10 Bave to trim some
of these programs”  be
said i hes first inteeview
since his State of the
Usdon Address Toesday,
when he urped Congress
0 feoeze spending for five
yean

His admisistration will
“cut with a scalpel, as op-
posed 10 o chansaw,” be
aid

Accordisg 0 Whire
Hosse ades,  Obassa's
badper plan will be rolied
out the week of Feb, 14

Yesterdays  Nive Inter
view was comducted on
YouTede with guestions
sent in from viewers

On  edocation, Obama
said thar there are Ymiss o
how much the government

can Jo and 1Bar parents
noed to Jo beteer
*Nothing yovernmveot

does replaces the impors
tance of parcass in oJucs
v " he said U were
parents, we've pot to siep

up our game.”

On the prosests in Egym
Obama =aid he has told
President Hospd Mubarak
that it & “wolutedy ¢
cal® for Cairo to carry on
with political reforms, and
urged government foscos
w demonstratoss alike to
avold further viole

Fyptians need “me
nisms for people to ex-
press  legicimate griey
ances,” he wid

Asked what
thing 2dout
dent, Obama  responded
“Every ooce in 3 while,
you do something that you
know has 2 direct impoct
on somebody.”

And the worst
yo for a walk™

*1 can't o to a coffee
shop, I cany leave the
house and sot shave, hane
sweats 00" be saild
“So. tha 1 something tha
1 dooY think Tl ever pet

" the best
bring peess

T cany

ssed "
Another  viewer asked
what Be pot First Lady

Michelle for
Day.

“txh Vil
OIS mOde  exponsive,”
Obanta  said.  “'ve 2
more 10 make up for.”

A

Valentine's

tioe's Doy
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Pentagon
shot at pols

WASHINGTON — De-
feme  Secretary  Robert
Gates warned  Congress
wWas Causang a4 “drisn on
my doorstep™ by falleng to
s a key spondiag bill

Corgress s nod passed
the fiscal year 201 Penta
goa sppropriations NI in

action  that tes  sod
could creste a S22 bilkion
shorifxll

e Penmtapon. like the

rest of the powernmens, s
operating under 2 s2opgap
mcasure that keeps fund-
ing at 2000 levels

"1 have a crisis 0o my
doorstep,” Gates sald in
comments made public by
the DPentagon  “Frankly
that's how you hollow out
4 MmNy oOYem In was-
time.” Reurees

GOP gains
popularity

WASHINGTON — The
Grand Old Pasty ¢can
nally break owt the chaay
PN S SEXYON POPU
fary drought has come o
an end

For the first time since
2008, more people view
the Kepubbican Party €
vorably chan unfavorably
by a margin of 47 10 4)
percent, according 1o the
teest Gallup poll.  juss
weoeks after the GOP 100k
over the House

The Democraty” 4047
percent favorability rating
B an Amprovement over
fecont readings, although

it Is poor by historkcal
standards, The  Demo-
cratic Party generally polis
above S percent favor-
able Geootl Eacle

VOLTA’S

LOOK WHO'S TALKING! John “Junice” Gotti (center) and John Travoila talk movie-making with Sim produces

Star dines with ‘Junior’ &

By JOSH MARGOLIN, BRUCE
GOLDING, JEANIE MAONTOSH
ood BOS FREDERICKS

B was 3 reck-Bfe mob sit-down
Gambine  crime-famdly wion John
"Jembor”™ Gotrt and his ¢x-con filin-pro
duoer puntser held 2 sovting with a
dogperiooking b Travoka this
week in a trendy LA o,

The calimari conlob was called 10
toass a dead In wiich the “Ger Shoety”™
sear will poatray Goetl's Lave ad ruth
foss Mafia boss Joba Gostl St I a fhat-
teriag new baopike

Travolra, Chsli Palmer<onl = 2
lored dark st and Nuoe silk open-cod
Lar shirt, 2nd Junice, in 2 wiscpuy-kood
chovkad spotts coat b “Degper Doa™
dad wouldnt have boes coupe dead
i, broke bread and dommed vino with
Mare Fioee, the film's cxecutive pro-
ducer — who onve pleaded gullty ina
multimiifioe-dollar  pamp-and-dumg
stock scam romEsiacent of 2 “Sopra
[

The nestaram
Fravolta Gnuorse pop-
wlir with Hollywood
Avlisters, shan Its
Kechen 90 nepualar cus-
omen x the paog
scafed down an "okl
Balioned Inalan dis
nee of seafood,
chicken pofms, seeoh,
pasta and red wine

An inader 1wkd The

a

Jobn Gotti Sr.*

And in what could
be A cnminad case of
rusCaarg, branky
actor James Franco of
“127 B Gane 1 up
for cosshderacion for
the role of Justhor

The cuoly Saner

Amics in Brestwood
was the firs t the
“Pulp Fiction™ ster and

Post that Travolra bad \ Gotti mt G to e,
made the reservicion . though they've been i
and bonted the Lavish JOHN GOTTI SR. Contact

dinner

Ficer wold The Pomt
yestenday tha be and Goenl agrecd
Fravesta was the man made 1o phay the
late Gambino crieme Doss

"Travolta & the puv.” Hore skl
"When you wich 2 Trovolta swovie
you're never warching joba Travelks
John Goatl Sz bs an ook figure. You
have to be am acvor that can bevom

Set for bicpic treatment

“Jotn [Goarl] came
it 10 past his stamp of
approval” Fore wid

Goetl  tormed  Jown  Hollywood
heavyweight  Sylvester Staliose in
Gvee of the Tetlednown Fiore Flas
because Stalivoc balkad x giviog Jun-
e creative coeerol of the Biopic. to be
called “Gons™

Travolta and Gotrl arrived scpurately




— 0o hil‘-ztuld\ in saght — and
joined a crew including the film's
director, Nick Cassavetes, veteran
character actor Leo Rossi, who i
WIRing the scnpt and ex Howard
Stern sidelick “Stuttering” John
Mealendez, a panner i Fiore's film
company.

Fiore said be 'us:l the dinner tab
bur invoked the Mafia code of
amerma when asked how much it
was. But he was happy to boast
abous the film,

“This is not a mosvie this is part
of '\ﬂ)\.llku‘\ history, We have the
exchusive story for first time ever
L\L by John Gotri jr. and his fam-

v." he said

I,N:i the one-time heir apparent
to his dad's criminal empire who
the faderal goverament four times
has tried and faided to convict
racketeering and murder charges
bas maintained he is long- um-\‘l
from the mob

Fiore. meanwhile,

2

revels in his

Marc Fiore {second from right) and ditector INick Cassavetes (far nght)

buddies for Gotti biopic

criminal past In fact, he's produc-
ing ,erhﬂ film, “MOB >'ﬁ(z.
inspired by his own stors

Fiore and eight ~<hv~1 brokers

were un'm\: with operating a
“boiler room” in which callers
usad  cJeceprive,  high-pressure

sales tactics to swindle smalltime
investori owt of their meager nest
s

For that. he did time at the f\l
eral prisen in Allenwood, Pa

said thar hitory was key to lu.n;
building 2 bond with Junior Got
who wirs impressed that Fiore
never tumed snitch

“One of the things that gave him
a comfourt lcul with me is 1 didnY
Sy Way our — rar on
’ ~ said
“MOB $TREET” due owt in a
year. is being written by Chazz
Palmintesi The plot is oot only au-
tebiographical it also resembles
several “Sopranos” episcdes in
which young mobster Christopher

' SGENE

over dinner atan LA restawrant,

Moltsanti operates a “pump \n-1
1" stock operation tor the TV
ime family, an observation tha
dida't escape the senencing judge
in the case

“It looks Eke a bad episode out
of “The Sopranos.” It wias des
cable, and T dont know what else
to say abour it” federal judge
Lewis Kaplan said ar the time

Early reviews for the Gotti flick.
meanwhile. are mixed

Prominent mob lawyer Gerald
Shawgel said yesterday: “It's an
interesting  project T think
Travolta would be perfectdy
appropriate.”

A law-enforcement source
was dubious

“The movie is spinning 1o-
ward rnidiculouspess”  the
source sud. “James Frunco is 20
times better looking than Junwor™

Druce £ Ol @O0 sL. com

WISEGUYS: John Travolta

and Joha “Junior™ Gotti pal

around during their powwow
a Los Angsles restauramt

crouyg ey




